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The countryside compulsory education student
nutrition improvement plan

hereinafter to be referred as: student nutrition improvement plan

» 2011-2021, central government has allocated 19.7billion yuan for this plan.

» Annual benefit of 1552 counties, nearly 38 million students in compulsory education.

» School feeding model: mainly school canteen meals

» School Feeding as an integral part of the national poverty reduction endeavor.

» Since Sep. 2021, central government increased the nutrition subsidy standard, from 4 yuan RMB

to 5 per child per day (3$0.8 per child per day) .



What is China Center For The Economics
of Human Development? (CCEHD)

Research Institute afflicted to Development

Research Center of the State Council

» Mission: Advance good governance and policy to promote
economic development and social innovation in China

» Focus : human development, social equity




Countryside compulsory education student
nutrition improvement

» Pilot experiment: 2000 rural compulsory boarding school students
nutrition improvement.

» Pilot research to policy advocacy : A case of School Meals Programme

> Policy evaluation: 3 times for national evaluation. 3" evaluation is April-
July 2021 for 10th year.



Evaluation on Nutrition Improvement Plan for 10" Year.

22 Provinces,832 Counties

140,000 Rural Schools

Implementation and Effects

Cooperate with international organizations



Impact Evaluation: Catch-up growth

Height increase for students enrolled in school meal program

Data from 62 counties and 1.92 million students on the data platform

Compared with 2012, there is an increase of 1.3-1.5cm
per year of students’ height in 2016



SDG goals

» Student Nutrition Improvement Plan has enabled China to achieve the "zero
hunger" goal of the UN SDG Goals 18 years ahead of schedule.
» Contributed directly to the realization of five projects:
Good health and well-being
Quality education
Gender equality
Clean water and sanitation facilities
Reduction of inequality.



Get data and materials from schools

The below is a primary school visited by President X/,
school feeding initiative data platform has kept record
for 1000 days.
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Daily information table from local schools.
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II School feeding initiative platform: Digital routine monitoring

Me

Covered:

100 counties

9600 schools

3.67 million students
981 local suppliers
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Price/ meal
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County data analysis: Budget Transparency and Price
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Institutional market: local enterprises and local food

The supply of nutritious food materials is mainly from local enterprises.
Central finance transferred to local economic development.

More than 85% of the meat, eggs and vegetables distributed in the food
materials come from the county, which to some extent drives the

development of the county's planting and breeding industry.

Local government responsibility: government procurement.



Institutional market: local enterprises and local food
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Corporation: participated by local farms to cultivate vegetables, livestock
breeding.

Platform farms: local farms work in, and get salary.

Purpose: food safety, local industry development, poverty elimination
Central government and local government introduce supporting policies,
and help to advertise.

90% of this special fiscal funds transferred into local famers income.



Institutional market: local employment

» School feeding rules: hiring one canteen worker for every 100 students.

» the nutrition improvement plan provides nearly 2 million jobs to rural
people, mainly rural women.

» According to the survey results, 51.3% of them are parents of students and
can earn 1,700-2,500 yuan per month ($ 265-403 per month).



Institutional market: cost benefit analys

» The Chinese government has incorporated the nutrition improvement plan
Into basic public services.

» From the perspective of national health and high-quality development of
human capital, the central government has invested about 20 billion yuan
every year to support its long-term implementation.

» According to the cost-benefits-analysis method adopted by the World
Health Organization and the United Nations World Food Program, the ROI
of China's nutrition improvement plan is about 1:5.24-5.96.



COVID-19 impact: almost no impact

> In April 2020, according to WFP, 199 countries closed their schools due to
COVID-19, resulting in 370 million children not having access to school
meals.

» In China, with the active efforts of governments at all levels, schools at all
levels have gradually reopen since April 2020, and various measures have
been taken to ensure the safety of school feeding implementation.

» The assessment found that COVID-19 has not obvious effect, the gap
between health indicators of rural students in underdeveloped areas and the
national average has been further narrowed.



New challenges

» Keep pace with the time: urbanization, economic development, human
resources, etc.

» Sustainable implementation: supervison

» Good implementation, good quality, better nutrition.



Monitoring Platform: Data and Visualization

LE P .
:\G FAABRIETS DR

Vol

=P JLEE IR WA A WZTEER EIRRRREER afFEtke REEFINEF BAE TSN

"

' e 13 Provinces,100 Counties
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« 32 million Students
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»  First program in China using big data to monitor and assess the situation of the schools
»  First trial in any country that provides school meals

» Serving as online Training and Knowledge Communication during Covid-19



On the Road for A Better Policy

» As a long-term policy for people‘s livelihood and
development.

» Student nutrition improvement plan has the third
largest beneficiary and the second largest financial
Investment in the world.

» International communication.



Thank You!

www.cdrf.org.cn



